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at least, in their family. They are always of metal, either brass, or copper lacquered over, or zinc ; in some eases, us with the nobility, silver and even gold are converted into these useful articles of Native comfort.
China or. glass is comparatively but. little used ; water is their only beverage, and this is preferred, in the absence of metal basins, out of the common red earthen katorah l (cup shaped like a vase).
China dishes, bowls, and basins, are used for serving many of the savoury articles of food in ; but it is as common in the privacy of the palace, as well as in the huts of the peasantry, to see many choice things introduced at meals served up in the rude red earthen platter ; many of the delicacies of Asiatic cookery being esteemed more palatable from the earthen flavour of the new vessel in which it is served.
I very well remember the first few clays of my sojourn at Lucknow, feeling something bordering on dissatisfaction, at the rude appearance of the dishes containing choice specimens of Indian cookery, which poured in (as is customary upon fresh arrivals) from the friends of the family I had become a member of. I fancied, in my ignorance, that the Mxissul-maun people perpetuated their prejudices even to me, and that they must fear I should contaminate their china dishes ; but I was soon satisfied on this point: I found, by experience, that brown earthen platters were used by the nobility from choice ; and in some instances, the viand would have wanted its greatest relish if served in China or silver vessels. Custom reconciles every thing : I can drink a draught of pure water now from the earthen katorah of the Natives with us much pleasure as from a glass or a silver cup, and feel as well satisfied with their dainties out of an earthen platter, as when conveyed in silver or China dishes.
China tea sets are very rarely found in the zcenahnah ; tea being used by the Natives more as a medicine than a refreshment, except by such gentlemen as have frequent intercourse with the ; Sahib Logue ' (English gentry), among whom they acquire a taste for this delightful beverage. The ladies, however, must have a severe cold to induce them to partake of
1 Kulora.